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Belgium.   As a whole, however, social intercourse between
nations was pre-eminently aristocratic; and it is to the credit
of the aristocracies that this was so.   Their example was
followed by others, and a sane cosmopolitanism, without the
slightest sacrifice of patriotism, was promoted.  This fashion
was at its height before the French Revolution. In Winckel-
mann or Montesquieu or the Prince de Ligne or David Hume
or Gibbon the eighteenth-century type attained perhaps most
nearly to its perfect expression; in Gibbon especially. " It is
difficult to imagine, at any other period in history, such a
combination of varied qualities, so beautifully balanced—the
profound scholar who was also a brilliant man of the world
—the votary of cosmopolitan culture, who never for a moment
ceased to be a supremely English character." 1   Society in
France and England almost dovetailed into one another. " The
social intercourse between certain classes of English and French
in the period before the French Revolution is one of the best-
known phases in the history of France and England in the
eighteenth century." 2 It ought to be better known than it is,
for in popular imagination the eighteenth century is often,
wrongly, represented as a second Hundred Years War between
France and England. The knowledge of the French language
was widely spread in Europe. Current works of literature and
learning were quickly translated into various European lan-
guages.   The musical, theatrical, military, academic profes-
sions were international. The European * Republic of Letters *
was a reality. The men of the eighteenth century had gone
a long way towards realizing the social-cultural solidarity of
Europe.
Surely they had gone far, though they had by no means
succeeded completely, towards eliminating the scourge of
European war. War, indeed, was the great failure in the per-
formance of the eighteenth century. Europe had the War of
the Spanish Succession and the useless massacres of the War
1 Lytton Strachey, Portraits in Miniature, p. 156.
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